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Recently, commercially driven disruptive technologies,
such as artificial intelligence and unmanned systems,
have been transforming the paradigm of the
battlefield. However, the Republic of Korea (ROK)
military’s defense acquisition system remains primarily
procedure-oriented, thus limiting its ability to adapt to
the rapid pace of advanced technological change. By
contrast, the United States (U.S.) military has recently
transitioned from the traditional defense acquisition
system—characterized by bureaucratic regulations—to
the warfighting acquisition system (WAS), which
prioritizes the rapid delivery of combat capability as its
core acquisition objective. This transition significantly
reduced the timeline from prototyping to large-scale
fielding. Based on the increasing necessity for the rapid
fielding of advanced weapon systems reflecting
emerging technologies and the evolving nature of
future warfare, this study analyzes the WAS as a recent
case of defense acquisition innovation in the U.S.
Furthermore, it proposes policy and institutional
measures to accelerate the fielding process of the ROK
military’s Rapid Demonstration Project.
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Table 1. National defense strategy technologies[10]
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Fig. 1. Procedures for rapid demonstration projects
(1111, pp. 35-36)
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