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This study analyzes the strategic intent and threats
associated with North Korea’s development of naval
strategic weapons and proposes response measures
for the ROK Navy. North Korea is assessed to be
pursuing sea-based strategic weapons to secure a
nuclear second-strike capability, enhance the
credibility of nuclear coercion, and reinforce regime
legitimacy. If these weapons become operational, they
could undermine the credibility of U.S. extended
deterrence and increase the operational burden on the
ROK Navy. Moreover, North Korean naval strategy may
evolve toward a sea denial strategy integrated with
nuclear strategy. Accordingly, the ROK Navy should
strengthen its near-term response capabilities against
SLBMs and nuclear cruise missiles, while developing
mid- to long-term surveillance, defense, and
anti-submarine warfare capabilities against nuclear
torpedoes and nuclear-powered submarines.
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Strategic Intent of North Korea’s Naval Strategic
Weapon Development and ROK Navy’s Response:
Focusing on Strategic and Operational Threats and
Potential Transformation of North Korean Naval
Strategy
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