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This study examines the issue of sustaining naval
operations after a nuclear attack from the perspective
of resilience amid the growing North Korean nuclear
threat. Whereas existing approaches to North Korean
nuclear threats have focused on deterrence before
nuclear use and response immediately after an attack,
this study emphasizes the ability to maintain core
functions and continue mission execution even after a
nuclear attack. In this regard, resilience is defined as a
component of deterrence, and key vulnerabilities are
analyzed in terms of protection and sustainment
among naval operational functions. The findings
suggest that strengthening naval resilience requires the
doctrinalization of the resilience concept, the
establishment of a differentiated protection system
centered on core functions, the enhancement of
Electro-Magnetic Pulse (EMP) resistance, and the
development of an education and training system. This
study is significant in that it highlights the necessity for
practical discussion on ensuring the continuity of naval
operations after a nuclear attack.

SHR|& (Nuclear Threat), 3|2E+24M(Resilience),
lf2&t4 (Naval Operations), & (Protection),
Z|£2] 2 (Sustainment)
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Table 1. Effects of nuclear threat on the navy’s core functions

Indirect Effects

Direct Effects

Category

+ Destruction of bases and platforms
+ Casualties and radioactive fallout
» Spread of radiation contamination

» Loss of operational unit functions

Nuclear Explosion

- Restrictions on maneuver force operations

- Degradation of combat sustainment capability

- Disruption of electronic equipment

High-Altitude Nuclear
EMP

+ Weakening of combined operational linkages

» Degradation of overall naval functions

» Simultaneous occurrence of physical destruction and
electronic disruption

Combined Attack

Source: Prepared by the author based on previous studies [3],[5]
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