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The aim of this study was to analyze the advancement
of North Korea’s nuclear threat in terms of
military-technological capability and
political=institutional intent and propose a realistic
denuclearization approach. North Korea has enhanced
its nuclear capability through warhead miniaturization,
diversified delivery systems, fissile material production,
and legalization of its nuclear force policy. Previous
negotiations contributed to crisis management but
showed limitations in verification, reciprocal measures,
and policy continuity. This paper proposes an inclusive
deterrence-based phased denuclearization approach,
which maintains strong deterrence while providing
reciprocal measures for verifiable denuclearization
steps. It presents a three-stage roadmap of nuclear
freeze, substantive reduction, and complete
denuclearization with a peace regime, emphasizing
snap-back mechanisms.
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An Inclusive Deterrence-Based Phased
Denuclearization Approach in Response to North
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