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This study analyzes the ROK Navy’s response to North
Korea’s Choe Hyon-class destroyer from a
balance-of-power perspective. Internal and external
balancing assessments show that the destroyer
strengthens North Korea’s naval power, expands its
nuclear delivery capabilities, and enhances military
cooperation with China and Russia. Accordingly, this
study proposes strengthening ROK Navy frigates,
developing manned and unmanned aircraft carriers,
and enhancing ROK-U.S.-Japan security cooperation.

173 (Balance of Power), £5HNorth Korea),
S5 728HChoe Hyon-Class Destroyer),
7|(Nuclear Weapon),

(Navy)

o

i
o

=
oh

[
il

o
H

ISSN: 2635-4926 https://doi.org/10.31818/JKNST.2026.9.9.3.1046

'.) Check for updates

.

|'O|I |'O|I

‘ 23500 Lf 9| &
HEItE 2402

South Korean Navy’s Response to North Korea’s
Choe Hyon Class Destroyer from a Balance of
Power Perspective: Internal and External Balancing
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Table 1. Specifications of strategic and tactical weapons
of the Choe hyon-class destroyer

Weapon Estimate

aEgeny system range (km) EENS
Supersc_mn; cruise B 1,000 B
missile
Strate_glc.crwse Hwas_a|—2 1,500~2,000 Nuclear
missile Series warhead
Tactical ballistic ~ Hwasong- Nuclear
. 600
missile 11 class warhead

Table 2. Assessment of the combat capabilities of the
Choe Hyon-class destroyer

Stage Details

1 Combat application test of weapons systems

2 Integrated operation test of weapons systems

Operational capability evaluation

Operational capability evaluation

4 (Strategic strike test)
5 Operational capability evaluation
(Integrated system verification)
6 Operational test and evaluation
7 Completion of operational deployment and
handover to the navy
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Table 3. Number of Chinese and Russian naval activities
in waters under ROK jurisdiction

Category 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

China 220 260 240 360 330 350

Category 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Russia 30 20 10 50 20
T3 Table 49} 20| AFL AFEAL o4
M4 ol AAI] e 20], B HASF 7
232 59l 259 AW A2 EAL AAFORA
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Table 4. Number of ROK combined training exercise

Category 2020 2021 2022
Army 30 66 66
Navy 88 104 116
Airforce 25 45 56
Marine 20 18 18
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